OAK TREE ROAD SID MEETING

WEDNESDAY, December 13, 2023 – 4:00 P.M.

MINUTES

Board Members Present

John M. Mitch

Marta Darden
Jahavni Mehta

Mahesh Rajan
Councilman Viru Patel
Chris Kosty

Joseph Peedikayil Eapen
Rahul Nayar

Sandip Patel

Board Members Absent
Praful Vaid

Mahesh Shah
Notice requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied concerning this meeting as advertised in the Home News Tribune and Star Ledger newspapers.

The meeting was called to order at 4:05 p.m. by Chairman John Mitch.
The minutes were unanimously approved upon motion by Chris Kosty, seconded by Marta Lefsky Darden
OLD BUSINESS

Chris Kosty updated everyone on the lighting that is on order for the new Marconi Ave. parking lot.  He is waiting for some items and as soon as they arrive, they will saw cut the parking lot to bring in the electricity and all will be done.  He is hoping it will be done by month’s end.  

Chairman Mitch gave everyone the update on the holiday decorations.  After ordering same in September with an estimated 10-day delivery, the items arrived 12/12/23 and were put up this morning by DPW.  More discussion followed about the 33 electrical drop boxes that the SID paid for in 2018.  John Mitch to obtain a contact name and Jahavni to follow up with them to have a discussion on what can be done.  Mitch also praised the efforts of the SID members and their business community for the floral displays, lighting, and other efforts undertaken to make the market very festive during the holiday season.  He also pointed out that Nazaara recently completed a significant project on Green Street that will hopefully jump start that section of Iselin.  

Members mentioned that they have been in contact with the county to discuss a cultural festival possibly in 2024.

Councilman Patel to contact County Commissioner Charles Kenny to schedule a meeting to discuss upgrades to the Oak Tree Road corridor and to review the road safety audit the county has engaged.  Conversation should also include extending the study to the Parkway and, additional lighting for areas that are dark.  Members expressed that they must do everything they can to present their market as a safe place to shop in order to remain competitive with other markets.  Moving traffic is also paramount versus gridlock, especially on OTR between Magnolia Rd. and Wood Ave. 

NEW BUSINESS

Members discussed the currently security services that are being paid for by the jewelry stores in the market.  After a long discussion, Chairman Mitch is to get contact information for Jahavni Mehta to share with Bobby Bansal, Rahul Nayar and or Joseph Peedikayi Eapen for them to communicate with the police department’s off-duty coordinator to seek pricing so that they can compare the services / costs. 

Chairman Mitch stated he mentioned property on Green St. that appears recently shuttered to the Mayor for possible redevelopment.  

GOOD AND WELFARE 

Sandip Patel mentioned the IBA Christmas Party and how they were able to celebrate with more than 1,500 children.  

Members expressed holiday greetings to all.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

None

ADJOURN:  

5:00 p.m. Motion by Chris Kosty, seconded by Jahavni Mehta.

Next Meeting scheduled for March 13, 2024.
